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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


Fellotv  Citizens:  In  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  State,  the  Super- 
intending School  Committee  of  Fitzwilliam  submit  to  the  Town  the 
following  Keport  of  the  schools  for  the  year  ending  March  11,  1873: 

Our  schools  during  the  past  year,  although  not  up  to  the  required 
standard,  by  any  means,  compare  very  favorably  with  last  year. 
The  terms  have  been  short,  on  account  of  our  limited  appropriation,, 
and  a  marked  increase  of  the  wages  of  many  of  our  teachers.  The 
community  is  still  alive  to  the  interest  of  education,  yet  we  do  not 
think  it  manifests  that  zeal  which  so  worthy  an  institution  as  our 
Public  Schools  demands.  Instruction  as  imparted  in  our  District 
Schools  is  no  longer  considered  as  an  experiment,  but  after  a  trial  of 
nearly  three  score  years  it  is  conceded  to  be  an  institution  worthy  the 
attention  of  all.  During  these  years  it  has  grown  in  strength  and 
usefulness,  and  it  stands  to-day  the  proudest  monument,  the  noblest 
achievement  of  the  commonwealth.  A  free  education  is  offered'alike 
to  all.  There  is  not  a  hamlet  so  obscure,  a  region  so  remote,  but  its 
scholars  may  avail  themselves  of  it.  It  is  now  justly  considered  an 
indelible  stain  upon  the  character  of  every  native  adult,  throughout 
the  United  States,  male  or  female,  who  cannot  read,  write  and  cipher 
in  an  inteligable  manner.  It  is  humiliating  to  acknowledge  that  in 
this  country,  so  noted  for  its  free  institutions  of  learning,  that  there 
are  some  in  almost  every  town  who  cannot  even  write  their  own 
names.  Who  is  in  fault  ?  Is  it  the  teacher  ?  In  some  instances  per- 
haps, but  more  generally  it  is  a  fault  of  the  parent,  and  more  especial- 
ly that  of  the  mother,  because  it  is  her  peculiar  province  to  teach  and 


direct  her  child  thraugh  its  infancy  and  early  childhood,  and  by  her 
influence  she  instils  into  it  the  germs  of  those  characteristics  which 
will  distinguish  it  in  all  future  time.  In  after  years  the  teacher 
should  be  expected  to  assist  in  developing  its  mental  and  physical 
powers  in  a  manner  calculated  to  tix  indelibly  the  noVjle  impressions 
already  made  by  the  parent.  Some  parents  seem  to  think  that  when 
their  children  have  commenced  attending  school,  however  young 
they  may  be,  that  their  own  responsibilities  are  much  lessened,  if 
not  entirely  at  an  end,  and  that  the  teacher  as  a  common  parent  of 
all  the  children  under  his  charge  will  see  to  their  future  development 
in  a  wise,  conscientious  and  perfectly  satisfactory  manner.  This 
method  may  do  very  well  in  some  instances  where  the  teacher  has 
been  thoroughly  tested  and  found  wortliy  and  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  child  for  a  considerable  portion  of  each  year,  but  where  the  school 
terms  are  so  short  as  in  Fitzwilliam,  we  believe  that  no  parent  can 
well  afford  to  relinquish  for  a  moment  his  watchfulness,  with  a  rea- 
sonable expectation  that  the  teacher  will  make  up  for  it.  The 
schools  in  town  during  the  past  year  have  been  successful  in  most 
cases.  The  Prudential  Committees  generally  have  been  fortunate  in 
the  selection  of  teachers  ;  securing  the  services  of  those  well  quali- 
fied for  their  positions,  both  in  point  of  education  and  experience. 
A  zealous  committee  will  secure  the  services  of  a  teacher  immediate- 
ly following  his  appointment  to  the  office,  because  by  so  doing  he  has 
a  long  list  to  select  from  and  is  not  subjected,  as  is  too  often  tlie  case, 
to  the  humiliation  of  having  to  take  up  with  one  poorly  qualified  for 
the  i^osition,  or  go  without.  Proci-astination  in  this  matter  is  very 
dangerous,  besides  beingoftentimes  very  unpleasant  for  the  delinquent. 
We  believe  that  any  gentleman,  who  accepts  the  office  of  Prudential 
Committee  and  neglects  the  duties  incumbent  on  that  office,  commits  an 
irreparable  sin,  besides  imposing  upon  the  entire  district.  If  you  would 
have  good  schools  you  must  secure  the  services  of  efficient  teachers, 
for  in  no  other  way  can  this  end  be  accomplished.  Your  schools  will 
be  just  what  you  make  them  and  you  can  have  such  as  you  choose. 
If  you  would  see  them  take  a  higher  position  in  their  capacity  for 
usefulness — if  you  would  make  them  what  they  maj' be  and  what 
they  should  be,  visit  them. 

There  has  been  during  the  past  year  a  deplorable  lack  of  proper 
discipline  in  some  of  our  schools,  a  lack  of  system,  energy,  and  decis- 
ion of  (.'haracter,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Every  teacher  should 
possess  decision  and  firmness  so  that  he  maj^  determine  quickly  and 
act  promptly  in  accordance  with  his  sense  of  duty.  There  should  be 
no  hesitation  apparent  in  a  teaclier's  manner,  but  when  the  circum- 
stances call  for  a  decdsion,  it  should  be  given  with  a  fixed  determina- 


tion.  AVhen  he  decides  a  matter  he  should  be  sure  to  decide  justly, 
and  when  he  gives  an  order  he  should  compel  obedience.  There  has 
been  no  material  change  in  text  books  in  our  schools  during  the  past 
year  and  we  see  no  immediate  necessity  for  any  except  in  Reading 
Books.  The  one  now  in  use  has  been  in  our  schools  tive  years, — a 
sufficient  length  of  tiihe  for  most  scholars  to  become  familiar  with 
their  contents. 

Your  Committee  has  not  noted  any  rejjairs  in  School-houses  during 
the  past  year.  Even  the  paint  brush  has  not  been  called  in  requisition. 
The  necessity  for  the  use  of  such  an  implement  must  be  apparent  to 
an  observer. 

The  conveniences  for  hitching  horses  in  the  vicinity  of  some  of  the 
School-houses  is  very  bad.  This  fact  was  mentioned  in  last  year's  . 
Report,  but  we  regret  to  say,  no  action  has  been  taken  in  the  matter. 
The  blackboards  in  many  of  our  School-houses  need  repainting,  and 
we  hope  the  various  Districts  will  make  an  appropriation  for  this 
purpose  at  their  next  annual  meeting. 

Your  Committee  will  now  endeavor  to  give  a  fair  and  impartial  ex- 
hibit of  the  present  condition  of  the  Schools  in  Town. 


District  No.  1. 

SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Emma  E.  Brown,  Teacher,  Keene. 

Length  of  school,  11  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  34. 
Average  attendance,  30. 
Tardiness,  1. 

WINTER  TERM.     Miss  Emma  E.  Brown,  Teacher,  Keene. 

Length  of  school,  11  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  30. 
Average  attendance,  2G. 
Tardiness,  0. 

This  district  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  an  effi- 
cient teacher  during  the  XJast  year.  Miss  Brown  not  only  brought  to 
her  aid  the  help  of  experience,  but  an  ability  to  govern  and  teach  cor- 
rectly. Her  services  were  so  well  received  in  Summer,  that  she  was 
secured  for  the  Winter  term,  in  which,  as  in  Summer,  she  sustained 
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her  high  reputation  as  a  teacher.  Being  a  thorough  scholar,  and  well 
skilled  in  imparting  instruction,  the  pupils  entrusted  to  her  care  made 
excellent  progress  as  evinced  by  the  final  examination  of  both  terms. 

Neither  absent  or  tardy  in  Summer — Ida  J.  Beal,  Nellie  R.  Drury, 
Maria  A.  Ellis,  Emma  M.  Hoose,  Jennie  M.  Metcalf,  Nellie  J.  Rugg, 
Ida  K.  Smith,  Flora  A.  Shirley,  Ada  C.  Wilder,  Flora  M.  Wilder,  Ir- 
ving B.  Bent,  E.  C.  Deith,  Elery  Deith,  Murdock  Hoose,  Harry  Shir- 
ley, Arther  Whitcomb. 

Winter  term — Ida  J.  Beal,  Nellie  B.  Drury,  Emma  M.  Hoose,  Jen- 
nie M.  Metcalf,  Ella  Richards,  Nellie  J.  Rugg,  Elma  C.  Deith,  Walter 
Damon,  Kenneth  Hoose,  Murdock  Hoose,  Rodney  O.  Morse,  Arthur 
Whitcomb,  Frank  Parkhurst. 


District  No.  2. 
SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Julia  M.  Collins,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school,  7^  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  11. 
Average  attendance,  9.j. 
Tarniness,  0. 

This  school,  though  quite  short,  was  very  profitable  to  all.  Miss 
C,  aided  by  experience  now  proves  herself  a  worthy  and  efficient 
teacher.  She  is  earnest  in  her  endeavors  and  by  her  kind  and  genial 
bearing  toward  her  scholars  secures  their  undivided  esteem.  We  be- 
lieve the  examination  was  satisfactory  in  every  respect  to  all  present. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Nellie  E.  Clark,  Abbie  M.  Drury,  Martha  E. 
Drury,  Kitty  L.  Kimball,  Julius  H.  Fermin,  Frank  G.  Pratt. 

WINTER  TERM.    Miss  Lillie  A.  Forristall,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school,  10  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  12. 
Average  attendance,  11. 
Tardiness,  0. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  term  some  of  the  scholars  showed 
rather  a  rebellious  spirit,  but  through  the  earnest  solicitations  of  the 
teacher  they  soon  fell  into  line  and  the  school  continued  prosperous 
to  the  close.     Miss  Forristall  is  a  zealous  worker  in  the  school-room 


and  her  method  of  instructing  is  good.  Your  Committee  was  not 
able  to  attend  the  final  examination,  but  from  reliable  judges  who 
were  present,  believe  that  it  was  satisfactory. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Abbie  M.  Drury,  Martha  E,  Drury,  Kitty  L. 
Kimball,  Julius  H.  Fermin,  Frank  G.  Pratt. 

District  No.  3. 

SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Mary  A.  Putney,  Teacher.- 

Length  of  school,  6  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  11. 
Average  attendance,  10. 
Tardiness,  0. 

The  principal  objection  to  this  school  was  its  length.  No  school 
can  accomplish  much  in  so  short  a  time.  The  teacher  and  scholars, 
however,  made  the  best  possible  use  of  the  short  time  allotted  them. 
The  school  appeared  well  at  the  commencement  and  was  prosperous 
throughout  the  term.  The  closing  examination  showed  that  marked 
improvement  had  been  made  in  all  studies  pursued. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Josie  M.  Bemis,  Etta  M.  Bemis,  Anna  L.  Col- 
lins, Addie  E.  Martin,  Mary  J.  Page,  Nellie  A.  Towns,  Lillian  A. 
Towns,  Mary  E.  Towns. 

WINTER  TERM.    Miss  Sara  L.  Adams,  Teacher,  Winchester. 

Length  of  school,  11  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  18. 
Average  attendance,  16J. 
Tardiness,  2. 

Miss  Adams,  a  recent  graduate  of  Tilton  Academy,  is  an  experienced 
and  successful  teacher  and  the  district  was  fortunate  in  securing  her 
services  the  past  term.  The  teacher's  heart  was  in  her  work  and  she 
labored  unflinchingly  day  and  evening  for  the  good  of  the  pupils  en- 
trusted to  her  care.  This  teacher  evidently  has  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  human  nature,  which,  aided  by  good  judgment  enables  her 
to  meet  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  school-room  in  a  prompt  and 
successful  manner.  The  scholars  are  deserving  of  much  credit  for 
their  excellent  deportment  throughout  the  term.  The  examination 
was  quite  fully  attended  and  all  agreed  that  the  school  had  made 
study  a  specialty  to  the  exclusion  of  matter  of  lesi^er  importance. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Etta  Barnes,  Anna  Collins  Lillian  Towne, 
Charles  Bosworth,  Daniel  Gilson,  Willie  Bissell. 


k. 
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District  No.  4. 
SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Mary  A.  Putney,  Teacher. 
Length  of  school,  6  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  20. 
Average  attendance,  ITj. 
Tardiness,  6. 

WINTER  TERM.    Miss  Mary  A.  Putney,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school,  8  weeks. 

Number  of  scholars,  20. 

Average  attendance,  ISi. 

Tardiness,  7. 
There  are  some  good  scholars  in  this  district  but  as  a  school  it  is 
backward.  If  the  terms  were  combined  it  would  amount  in  the  ag- 
regete  to  only  twelve  weeks  S(;hooling  for  the  entire  year.  Taking 
this  matter  into  consideration  we  are  not  surprised  at  tinding  back- 
ward scholars.  This  district  should  at  least  have  two  terms  of  twelve 
weeks  each  for  the  next  three  years,  in  order  to  bring  the  school  up 
to  the  required  standard.  Miss  Putney  labored  hard  to  make  this  a 
good  school,  and  had  she  been  seconded  in  her  efforts  by  all  of  the 
scholars,  the  result  would  have  been  very  flattering,  but  a  spirit  of 
insubordination  manifested  it.self  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  large 
boys  which  very  much  impaired  the  school  during  its  continuance. 
Later  in  the  term  some  of  the  most  refractory  ones  very  wisely  with- 
drew, after  which  the  school  continued  successfully  to  its  close.  There 
being  only  one  week's  vacation  between  the  terms,  it  was  thought 
best  to  have  only  one  examination  and  that  at  the  close  of  the  Win- 
ter term.  The  exercises  at  the  close  were  very  satisfactory.  Few 
parents  were  present. 

Not  Absent  or  tardy  in  Summer — George  A.  Dunton,  Artie  Camji- 
bell,  Edwin  Reed,  Freddie  Dunton. 

In  Winter — Abbie  L.  Taft,  George  A.  Dunton,  Freddie  Dunton,  R. 
Brigie  Taft. 

District  No.  5. 

SUMMER  TERM.     Miss  Marion  O.  Simonds,  Teacher. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Length  of  school,  10  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  30. 
Average  attendance,  26. 
Tardiness,  13. 
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FALL  TERM.    Miss  Marion  O.  Simonds,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school,  10  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  32. 
Average  attendance,  26. 
Tardiness,  13. 

Miss  Simonds'  record  as  a  teacher  in  this  school  is  too  well  known 
to  require  special  comment.  Her  kind  treatment  of  her  scholars ; 
her  untiring  interest  in  their  improvement,  and  her  uniform  cheer- 
fulness won  the  hearts  of  her  little  pupils  and  showed  conclu- 
sively that  children  can  be  made  happy  in  the  school-room.  Her 
efforts  the  past  year  have  met  with  the  same  good  results  as  in  form- 
er years.  The  examinations  were  excellent  and  our  expectations 
more  than  realized. 

Not  absent  or  tardy  in  Summer — Susie  A.  Hackell,  Carrie  S.  Byam, 
Madella  Byam,  Alice  M.  Perham,  Helen  A.  Parker,  Eddie  L.  Brock, 
Harry  G.  Perkins,  Charles  L.  Haskell. 

In  Fall — Carrie  S.  Byam,  Susie  A.  Haskell,  Helen  M.  Parker,  Mary 
E.  Clark,  Anna  L.  Brooks,  Oscar  Cummings,  Eddie  R.  Brock,  Charles 
L.  Haskell,  Harry  G.  Perkins,  Dadie  Fullam. 

SUMMER  TERM.     Miss  Abbie  M.  Sargent,  Teacher,  Tilton. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Length  of  school,  8  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  19. 
Average  attendance,  140. 
Tardiness,  0. 

Miss  Sargent  is  a  graduate  of  Tilton  Academy,  and  came  to  us 
highly  recommended  as  a  teacher,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  our  high  expectations  both  as  a  lady  and  teacher  were 
fully  realized.  It  was  evident  that  she  had  a  correct  understanding 
of  her  duties  and  the  ability  and  disposition  to  perform  them.  Your 
Committee  would  here  add  that  the  whole  number  of  scholars  was 
twenty-three,  but  on  account  of  the  irregular  attendance  of  four  of 
this  number  they  were  not  classed  as  regular  scholars.  From  the 
remarks  of  the  teacher  we  copy  the  following:  "I  have  found  the 
school  pleasant  and  enjoyable.  The  proportion  of  pupils  gifted  with 
good  abilities  is  unusually  large,  while  they  are  certainly  as  teachable 
and  studious  as  scholars  in  general.  The  greatest  drawback  has  been 
irregular  attendance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  for  the  good  of  all  concerned 
that  it  will  not  prevail  another  term."  The  examination  reflected 
much  credit  on  both  teacher  and  scholars. 
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Not  absent  or  tardy — Alice  Byam,  Harriet  Carter,  Alice  Gage,  Hat- 
tie  A.  Haskell,  Alice  M.  Kendall,  Nellie  Steams,  Arthur  L.  Byam,  Ed- 
die C.  Whittemore. 

WINTER  TERM.    Miss  Ellen  A.  Knowlton,  Teacher,  Tilton, 

Length  of  school,  8  weeks. 

Number  of  scholars,  43. 

Average  attendance,  34^. 

Tardiness,  3, 
Miss  Knowlton  is  also  a  graduate  of  Tilton  Academy  and  a  lady  of 
fine  attainments  but  evidently  has  not  had  sufficient  experience  in 
teaching  to  warrant  her  the  best  success  in  a  school  composed  of  such 
varied  temperaments  as  has  been  manifestly  the  case  in  this  during 
the  past  term.  She  proved  herself  a  good  scholar  and  seemed  devot- 
ed to  her  work,  yet  she  was  not  able  to  preserve  that  order  and  de- 
corum in  the  school-room  so  essential  to  the  advancement  of  every 
school.  Had  she  enforced  order  on  the  start  and  urged  the  early  ex- 
pulsion of  such  scholars  as  would  not  conform  to  her  requirements 
we  think  the  result  would  have  been  more  satisfactory.  Scholars 
too  old  to  be  governed  by  a  competent  feniale  teacher  are  too  old  to 
attend  school  and  should  be  withdrawn  as  soon  as  their  conduct 
proves  detrimental  to  the  sc;hool,  not  waiting  as  is  too  often  the  case 
till  its  usefulness  is  hopelessly  impaired.  The  examination  proved 
that  those  scholars  who  attended  school  for  the  express  purpose  of 
learning  made  commendable  jsrogress. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Alice  Byam,  Hattie  Haskell,  Alice  M.  Ken- 
dall, Percy  A.  Carter,  Charles  A.  Cahill,  Arthur  M.  Drury,  Charles  S, 
Drury,  Eddie  C.  Whittemore. 


District  No.  7. 

SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Hattie  F.  Boyce,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school  8  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  17. 
Average  attendance,  15J. 
Tardiness,  9. 

This  was  a  good  school.  Miss  Boyce,  aided  by  considerable  expe- 
rience, was  able  to  go  about  her  work  understandingly.  She  proved 
herself  a  zealous  worker,  a  thorough  disciplinarian  and  a  good  schol- 
ar. The  school  appeared  well  at  the  commencement,  and  was  well 
sustained  throughout  the  term.  Although  the  term  was  short  the 
examination  showed  that  much  had  been  accomplished. 
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Not  absent  or  tardy — Celia  L.  Potter,  Edwin  N.  Boyce,  Freddie  E. 
Holman,  Everett  A.  Boyce,  Frank  C.  Boyce. 

WINTER  TERM.    Miss  Emma  F.  Chaplin,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school,  7  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  21. 
Average  attendance,  19J. 
Tardiness,  0. 

This  was  Miss  Chaplin's  first  term  in  this  district  and  it  is  believed 
that  she  met  with  good  success.  The  scholars  were  very  regular  in 
their  attendance,  correct  in  their  deportment,  and  attentive  to  their 
studies.  This  school  now  ranks  as  one  of  our  best,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  services  of  thorough  and  energetic  teachers  only  will  be  se- 
cured in  future. 

On  account  of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  being  badly  drifted,  almost 
impassable,  it  was  thought  best  by  the  district  to  close  the  school 
somewhat  prematurely.  Your  Committee  regrets  not  being  able  to 
attend  the  examination,  but  learns  from  a  reliable  source  that  it  was 
satisfactory. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Sarah  F.  Perry,  Emma  E.  Perry,  Nellie  J.  Per- 
ry, William  H.  Perry,  Thomas  F.  Perry,  John  F.  Perry,  Walter  J. 
Putney,  Arthur  Blodgett,  Willie  C.  Forristall,  Charles  G.  Emerson, 
Charles  E.  Perry,  Edwin  N.  Boyce,  Everett  A.  Boyce,  Frank  Potter, 
Fred.  E.  Holman. 

District  No.  8. 

SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Lizzie  Barton,  Teacher,  Newport. 

Length  of  school,  83^  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  27. 
Average  attendance,  23. 
Tardiness,  3. 
This  school  was  not  very  successful.     Miss  Barton,  although  pos- 
sessing many  good  qualities  as  a  teacher,  has  not  had  sufficient  expe- 
rience to  warrant  the  best  of  success  in  a  school  of  this  character.     She 
was  qualified  to  instruct  the  school,  but  did  not  succeed  in  gaining  a 
proper  control  over  it.     Your  Committee  would  advise  the  employ- 
ment of  well  tested  teachers  in  this  school  as  no  others  will  be  likely 
to  give  the  district  general  satisfaction. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Grace  Cummings  Nellie  G.  Munroe,  Hattie 
M.  Spaulding,  Jennie  Whitney,  Jeremiah  Cusliing,  Frank  C.  Platts, 
John  C.  Whitney. 
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WINTER  TERM.    Miss-  Sara  L.  Adams,  Teacher,  Winchester, 

Lenght  of  school,  7  weeks. 

Number  of  scholars,  35. 

Average  attendance,  32  4-5. 

Tardiness,  8, 
It  is  quite  sufficient  to  say  of  Miss  Adams  that  she  met  in  this  term 
with  her  usual  success.  The  kind  and  faithful  efforts  of  the  teacher 
resulted  in  mutual  kindness  among  her  scholars,  general  good  con- 
duct and  progress  in  study.  The  term  though  short  was  productive 
of  much  good,  both  mentally  and  morally.  The  examination  was 
quite  fully  attended,  and  all  present  seemed  highly  pleased  with  the 
exercises. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Grace  Cummings,  Cora  Davis,  Lillie  Davis, 
Eliza  Gilman,  Addie  Gilman,  Edna  Holman,  Sai-ah  Perry,  Nellie  Per- 
ry, Hattie  Spaulding,  Julia  Wilson,  Jennie  Whitney,  Ella  Amidon, 
Bertie  Gee,  Charles  Hayden,  Frank  Holman,  Willie  Munroe,  Lewis 
Wilson,  John  Whitney,  George  Holman. 

District  No.  9. 

SUMMER  TERM.     Miss  Marcia  C.  Damon,  Teacher,  Troy. 
Length  of  school,  9  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  14. 
Average  attendance,  12j. 
Tardiness,  1. 

WINTER  TERM.     Miss  Marcia  C.  Damon,  Teacher,  Troy. 

Length  of  school,  8  weeks. 

Number  of  scholars,  13. 

Average  attendance,  12}. 

Tardiness,  0. 
Miss  Damon  has  been  a  successful  teacher  in  this  district  for  sever- 
al terms,  and  during  the  past  year  her  efforts  have  met  with  the 
same  approval  by  scholars  and  parents  as  in  former  terms.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  pleasant  relation  between  the  teacher  and  pupils 
and  harmonj'  and  good  order  prevailed.  Quite  a  number  of  large 
scholars  attended  the  Winter  term,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  they  were  very  studious  and  made  excellent  progress. 

Not  absent  or  tardy  in  Summer — Aggie  E.  Bowker,  Susie  J.  Bowker, 
Mabel  D.  Bowker,  Minnie  M.  Damon,  Arthur  E.  Bowker,  Marcus  V. 

Damon. 

In  Winter — Mabel  D.  Bowker,  Susie  J.  Bowker,  Minnie  M.  Damon, 
Marcus  V.  Damon,  Herbert  A.  Marshall,  Alice  O.  Platts. 
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District  No.  10. 

Miss  Emilie  Martin,  Teacher.  Richmond. 

Length  of  school,  13J  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  11. 
Average  attendance,  9| . 
Tardiness,  0. 

But  one  term  of  school  was  had  in  this  district.  This  school  ap- 
peared well  at  the  commencement  and  continued  successfully,  with 
few  exceptions,  throughout  the  term.  The  parents  have  not  appeared 
to  manifest  as  much  interest  in  their  school  this  year  as  formerly. 
Fair  progress  was  made  in  most  branches  taught.  There  were  only 
two  parents  present  at  the  final  examination. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Myra  A.  Wilson,  Emma  Wilson,  Etta  L.  Wil- 
son, Eben  S.  Allen,  Walter  N.  Howe. 


District  No.  11. 

SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Lillie  A.  Foreistall,  Teacher. 

Length  of  school,  7  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  8. 
Average  attendance,  7J. 
Tardiness,  0. 

This  is  now  the  smallest  school  in  town  and  a  portion  of  the  schol- 
ars are  backward,  hence  it  would  be  difficult  for  any  teacher  to  create 
very  much  enthusiasm.  After  it  had  progressed  two  weeks  it  was 
thought  best  to  suspend  its  operation  for  a  time  on  account  of  sickness 
in  the  district.  This  having  subsided  the  teacher  resumed  her  work 
and  continued  the  school  successfully  to  the  close.  The  examination 
proved  that  notwithstanding  an  interruption  of  two  weeks,  which 
would  be  a  great  injury  to  any  school,  the  scholars  had  made  fair 
progress. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Lillian  M.  Pierce,  Isabella  M.  Wallingford, 
Walter  D.  Lovering. 

WINTER  TERM.     Miss  Emma  F.  Chaplin,  Teacher. 
Length  of  school,  10  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  11. 
Average  attendance,  8J. 
Tardiness,  0. 
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Your  Committee  visited  this  school  early  in  the  term  and  found  it 
progressing  very  favorably.  The  teacher  seemed  devoted  to  her  work 
and  the  pupils  were  studious  and  orderly.  Later  in  the  term  differ- 
ences arose  between  the  teacher  and  some  members  of  the  district 
which  had  a  tendency  to  detract  materially  from  its  former  usefulness. 
But  few  parents  were  present  at  the  examination. 

Not  absent  or  tardy — Lillian  M.  Pierce,  Charles  F.  Pierce. 


District  No.  12. 

SUMMER  TERM.    Miss  Emily  E.  Jilson,  Teacher,  Richmond. 
Length  of  school,  8  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars,  14. 
Average  attendance,  11|. 
Tardiness,  2. 

WINTER  TERM.     Miss  Emily  E.  Jilson,  Teacher,  Richmond. 
Length  of  school,  8  weeks. 
Number  of  scholars  16. 
Average  attendance,  15. 
Tardiness,  0. 

Miss  Jilson  has  been  emjjloyed  in  this  district  for  several  successive 
terms,  and  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  she  has  in  every  instance  met 
w^ith  excellent  success.  The  parents  will  feel  grateful  to  her  for  the 
faithful  manner  in  which  she  has  discharged  her  duties.  This  school 
now  compares  very  favorably  with  other  schools  in  town  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  by  the  aid  of  active  and  thorough  teachers,  its  progress  will 
be  as  satisfactory  in  future. 

Not  absent  or  tardy  in  Summer — George  H.  Green. 

In  Winter — Mary  J.  Flagg,  Lizzie  A.  Whitcomb,  Cora  A.  Harris, 
Eunice  H.  Smith,  Abel  H.  Smith,  Lizzie  E.  Smith,  Sidney  E.  Smith, 
Charles  E.  Whitcomb,  Nahum  H.  Green,  Charles  D.  Harris. 
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TABULAR  VIE^V. 
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REMARKS. 

The  amount  of  money  expended  in  town  for  educational  pvirposes 
the  past  year  is  $1,686.80.  This  amount  is  made  up  of  the  $1,500  ap- 
propriated by  the  town — $97.80  Literary  Fund,  and  $89,  tax  on  dogs. 
An  average  of  $5.98  to  each  scholar.  An  increase  of  61  cents  per 
scholar  over  last  year. 

We  have  had  an  aggregate  of  200j  weeks  of  school.  The  number 
of  scholars  in  town,  not  including  those  in  District  No.  6,  who  are 
sent  to  Troy,  is  282.  Visits  by  citizens,  exclusive  of  final  examina- 
tion, 378. 

The  foregoing  Report  is  respectfully  submitted, 


Fitzwilliam,  March  3, 1873. 


A.  R.  GLEASON, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  subscribers,  Selectmen  of  Fitzwilliam,  submit   to  you  their 
Report  for  the  year  ending  March  1st,  1873 : 

Amount  of  Money  Raised  by  Tax. 

For  State  Tax,  $1,110  00 

"    County  Tax,  1,016  05 

"    Town  Charges,  3,500  00 

"    Schools,  1,500  00 

"    Highways,  1,200  09 

"    Surplusage  on  same,  252  65 

"    School  District  No.  5,  150  00 

"    Surplusage  on  the  above,  7  44 

"    School  District  No.  11,  10  00 

"    Surplusage  on  the  above,  21 

"    Tax  on  Dogs,  89  00 

Amount  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Collector,  $8,835  35 
Rate  on  one  hundred  dollars,                                 $2  00 
We  have  drawn  136  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town  amount- 
ing to  $7,131  69,  making  payments  thereby  as  follows : 


IS 


Expended  for  Schools, 


IHstrict  No.  1, 

« 

2 

<i 

3, 

" 

4, 

" 

5, 

i( 

6, 

«( 

7, 

it 

8, 

" 

9, 

« 

10, 

<( 

11, 

•( 

12, 

Including  Literary  Fund  and  Dog  Tax, 


$1,686  80 


County  PauperSd 

Support  of  Josiah  Wilson,  including  medical  aid, 

Sending  sick  Frenchman  to  Canada, 

Support  of  Lucy  Rice, 

Sending  Mrs.  Keeves  and  child  to  Connecticut, 

Support  of  Catherine  Lambert  at  Insane  Asylum, 

Moving  Mrs.  Lambert  to  Vermont, 

Transient  Faupers, 


To"wn  Paupers, 

Support  of  Jude  Fassett, 

"        and  coffin  for  Emory  Taft, 
"        of  Emily  Newton's  child, 
'•'        of  Jonas  Miles, 


$96  00 
10  00 
78  00 
4150 
25  54 
12  00 
17  20 
$280  24 


$104  00 
32  79 
30  00 
85  00 

$251  79 


Expended  for  Roads  and  Bridges, 

Paid  Nahum  Green,  for  breaking  road  last  Spring, 
"    David  T.  Moore,  "  " 

"    William  Lebourveau,  "  "        "        " 

"     Phineas  Whitcomb,  breaking  roads, 
"    Wm.  Barnes,  repairing  and  breaking  roads, 


$7  33 

8  59     I 
58  83    !l 
64  96    |l 
159  70 
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Paid  Samuel  Kendall,  building  bridge  and  work  on  roads,  118  01 

"  Nahum  Hayden,  repairing  road,  18  64 

"  Dustin  A.  Gee,  repairing  and  breaking  road,  24  75 

"  Leander  Richardson,  work  on  road,  18  00 

"  Nathan  Whipple,  work  on  road,  8  67 

"  A.  Rugg,  building  bridge  and  work  on  road,  58  00 

"  Howard  T.  Clark,  repairing  road,  35  69 

"  Wm.  H.  Shirley,  breaking  road,  6  07 

"  Wm.  Perham,  repairing  and  breaking  roads,  46  94 

"  Charles  Byam.          "          "            "            "  149  53 

"  H.  N.  Fairbank,        "         "            "            "  33  88 

"  David  N.  Putney,     "         "           "            "  77  93 

"  Wm.  Lebourveau,    "          "            "            "  175  62 

"  Timothy  Blodgett,   "         "            "            "  30  00 

"  H.  S.  Lovering,         "          "            "            "  65  50 

"  H.  H.  Wheeler,        "          "            "            "  124  80 

"  Nahum  Green,          "          "            "            •'  99  00 

"  Joseph  Harris,          "          "            "            "           '  2  50 

"  G.  W.  Wilson.           "          "            "            "  72  51 

"  James  Holman,        "          "            "            "  11  75 

"  Sylvester  Drury  for  breaking  roads,  40  00 

"  Daniel  H.  Reed,  for  repairing  road,  136  27 

"  R.  L.  Angier,          "          "            "  19  00 

"  O.  K.  Wheelock,   "    breaking  road,  11  00 

"  Oren  Grant,           "          "            "  5  70 

"  N.  U.  Cahill,  work  and  money  paid  for  repairing  and 

breaking  roads,  336  48 

"  Z.  A.  Boyce,  for  breaking  road,  67 


$2,026  32 

Town  OflQcers. 

Selectmen, 

$334  00 

Superintending  School  Committee, 

65  00 

Treasurer, 

25  00 

Town  Clerk, 

29  05 

Collector, 

75  00 

Firewards, 

10  00 

Sexton, 

2121 

Liquor  Agent, 

6  00 

$565  26 


i 
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Miscellaneous. 

Frinting  Reports  and  Express  on  the  same, 

Spirituous  Liquors  and  Casks, 

Ringing  Bell  and  Care  of  Town  Clock, 

Charles  Bigelow,  services  as  Committee  on  Statistics  of  early 

settlement  of  Town, 
Hay  Scales  and  Timber  for  the  same, 
Printing, 

Faucet  and  Tunnel, 
Tax  and  Collector's  Book, 
Expenses  of  small  pox  case, 
Check-list  Paper  and  Blanks, 
Stovepipe  for  Library-room, 
Taking  Affidavits  in  Pauper  case, 
Mrs.  Albert  Wilson's  tax  abated. 
Twenty  Enginemen, 

Paid  Dr,  Gleason,  certificates  of  births  and  deaths, 
Steward's  bill, 

Paid  Dr,  Bradley's  bill,  by  vote  of  town, 
Wood  for  Town  Hall, 
Twice  to  Royalston, 
Four  journeys  to  Keene, 
Team  to  Winchendon, 
Writing  statement  of  taxes, 
Making  petition  and  bond. 
Telegraphing  and  Express  on  bills, 
Abatement  of  taxes  assessed  in  1871, 
Abatement  and  overassessed  in  1872, 
Discount  on  taxes  paid  before  July  1st, 

Expense  of  prosecution,  State  against  Wheelock  &  Holland, 
Oil,  Wicks  and  Lamps  for  Town  Hall, 
Dr.  Cummings,  certificates  of  births  and  deaths, 
Paid  Auditors  for  1872, 
Care  of  Town  Hall, 
Inkstand  and  Blanks, 
To  Ringe  twice  with  team. 
To  Troy  with  team, 
Freight  on  Liquors, 
To  Winchester  with  team, 

$1,096  28 


86  96 

30  00 

25  00 

244  00 

9  00 

70 

11  10 

67  00 

194 

5  30 

4  50 

8  58 

60  00 

6  25 

944 

33  50 

15  50 

3  50 

14  00 

2  00 

5  00 

150 

40 

22  96 

46  14 

239  30 

60  22 

13  45 

12  00 

4  00 

150 

2  30 

5  00 

2  00 

99 

3  00 
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Amount  of  money  raised  for  Highways, 
District  No.  1,  Augustus  Rugg,  Surveyor, 
"        "    2,  Winslow  Phillips, 

"     3,  H.  T.  Clark, 

"    4,  Wm.  H.  Shirley, 
"        "    5,  Samuel  Kendall, 
"        "     6,  William  Perham, 
"        "     7,  No  Surveyor. 
"        "     8,  Charles  Byam, 

"    9,  H.  N.  Fairbanks, 
"        "  10,  Wm.  Barnes, 
"        "  11,  James  Holman, 
"        "  12,  D.  N.  Putney, 
"        "  13,  Wm.  Lebourveau, 

"  14,  N.  U.  Cahill, 
"        "  15,  Timothy  Blodgett, 
"        "  16,  Henry  H.  Lovering, 
"        "  17,  Henry  H.  Wheeler, 
"        "  18,  Nahum  Green, 
"        "  19,  Joseph  Harris, 
"        "  20,  Phineas  Whitcomb, 

"  21,  Geo.  W.  Wilson, 


$1200  00 
$60  00 
50  00 
55  00 
50  00 
45  00 
20  00 

60  00 

500 

100  00 

20  00 

60  00 

175  00 

100  00 

60  00 

60  00 

60  00 

50  00 

45  00 

60  00 

76  00 

$1,225  00 


Becapitoilation. 


School  Money, 
County  Paupers, 
Town  Paupers, 
Roads  and  Bridges, 
Town  Officers, 
Miscellaneous, 
Highways, 


$1,686  80 

280  24 

251  79 

2,026  32 

565  26 

1,096  28 

1,225  00 

$7,131  69 


Liabilities  of  the  Town. 


I 


Bonded  debt  of  the  town, 
Outstanding  Orders, 
Emily  S.  Newton  fund, 
Due  J.  M.  Parker, 


$9,500  00 

1,314  08 

290  00 

3  27 

$11,107  35 
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Assets. 

Due  from  County,  $175  28 

"       "      Collector,  1871,  29  42 

"       "             "         1872,  416  51 

Money  in  the  Town  Treasury,  110  76 

Furniture  at  Pest-house,  13  00 

Liquors  and  Casks  on  hand,  40  00 

State  Bonds  on  hand,  5,000  00 

$.5,784  97 

Total  indebtedness  of  the  town,  $5,322  38 

The  Bonds  issued  are  due  as  follows  : 

July  1,  1873,                   $1,500                       July  1,  1877,  $1,400 

Jan.  1,  1874,                     3,500                       Jan.  1,  1878,  400 

Jan.  1,  1875,                        700                       Jan.  1,  1880,  200 

Jan.  1,  1876,                        700                       July  1,  1882,  300 

Jan.  1,  1877,  800  

$9,500 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F0RRISTALL,1     Selectmen 
N.  U.  CAHILL,  \  of 

LEVI  G.  SMITH,  J  FitzmUiam. 

The  subscribers  having  examined  the  above  Report  of  the  Select- 
men, find  it  accurately  cast  and  properly  vouched,  and  believe  it  to 
be  a  true  statement  of  their  doings  in  behalf  of  the  town. 

SAMUEL  KENDALL,)    .    ,., 
AMOS  J.  BLAKE,       '  }  ^^d'<*ors. 

Fitzwilliam,  N.  II.,  March  3,  1873. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Receipts. 

Ballance  in  Treasury  last  year, 

$760  66 

0.  L.  Brock,  Collector,  1871, 

239  02 

1872, 

8,258  84 

State  Treasurer, 

9167 

Adjutant  General,  Rent  of  Armoryj 

22  50 

G.  H.  Simonds,  money  overdrawn, 

6  00 

Coupons  on  State  Bonds, 

387  00 

Savings  Bank  Tax  Dividend, 

666  47 

Railroad 

164  34 

Literary  Fund, 

103  95 

A.  A.  Parker,  Liquor  Agent, 

40  57 

0.  K.  Wheelock,  Hay  Scales, 

14  00 

A.  Gage,  Town  Hall, 

15  00 

County  Paupers, 

183  25 

License  for  Circus, 

15  00 

Sale  of  Liquor, 

16  65 

$10,984  92 

Dieburseraents. 

Paid  Orders  of  Selectmen, 

$5,817  61 

Matured  Coupons, 

729  00 

Town  Bonds  Matured, 

2,201  50 

State  Tax, 

1,110  00 

County  Tax, 

1016  05 

$10,874  16 

Balance  in  Treasury, 

110  76 

$10,984  92 
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The  Town  received  of  the  State,  under  the  recent  legislation,  mak- 
ing a  partial  re-inbursement  to  the  towns  for  their  war  expenses, 
$7,900  in  State  Bonds,  and  $91  67  in  Cash. 

By  a  vote  of  the  town  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  Treasurer 
was  authorized  to  exchange  the  State  Bonds  for  the  Town  Bonds, 
and  "with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Selectmen,  sell  the  State 
Bonds,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of  the  town  debt." 
In  accordance  with  this  vote  the  Treasurer  made  an  even  exchange 
of  $2,900  of  State  Bonds  for  an  equal  amount  of  Town  Bonds. 

It  seemed  to  the  Treasurer  as  bad  policy  to  sell  the  State  Bonds  any 
further  than  the  proceeds  could  be  immediately  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Town  Bonds,  as  it  was  necessary  to  keep  this  fund  draw- 
ing interest  and  he  could  not  invest  the  money  in  a  better  security, 
or  more  profitable  one,  when  taking  into  consideration  its  absolute 
safety. 

The  Treasurer  is  of  opinion  that  the  $5,000  State  Bonds  now  on 
hand  can  be  exchanged  at  par  for  the  $5,000  of  town  indebtedness 
Avhich  falls  due  during  the  curent  year  and  Jan.  1st,  1874.  But  if  the 
holders  of  town  securities  should  refuse  to  exchange,  the  Bonds  can 
be  sold  at  par  or  nearly  so  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  debt. 

JOHN  M.  PARKER,  Town  Treasurer. 

The  subscribers  have  examined  the  above  Report  of  the  Town 
Treasurer,  find  it  accurately  cast,  properly  vouched,  and  believe  it  to 
be  a  true  statement  of  his  doings  in  behalf  of  the  town. 

SAMUEL  KENDALL,  1    ,     ,., 
AMOS  J.  BLAKE,       '  } -^^d'tors. 

Fitzwilliam,  N.  IL,  March  3,  1873. 
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